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WORKER TRAINING FOR SELF-MONITORING
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Description:

In mast countries radiation protection personnel have responsibility for supervision and administration
of most aspects of radiation protection including the provision of monitoring services. However, an
alternate approach is adopted in Canada, with very good results. There the nuclear plant workers are
given fairly advanced training in monitoring in other aspects of radiation protection and are then made
rasponsible for their own radiation safety and, depending on the level of training, also of the safety of
other personnel who have not yet acquired the necessary qualifications in radiation protection.

Many of the benefits of this approach are obvious, but there are also some hidden benefits. Among
the main benefits are: (a) The fact that the radiation protection personnet are relieved of the
day-to-day responsibilities of radiation protection results in their concentration on

maore important general aspects of the radiation protection program. (b) There is a significant

reduction in the manpower requirements of the radiation protection personnel. (c) There is a greater
awareness and understanding of the ALARA concept.
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